Michael de Whalley — Representation Notes for OH1

| have been trying to get a GP to speak to me since Monday, 8.30am and it is now
Wednesday evening... You may reasonably ask what this has got to do with a waste
incinerator in Wisbech. Well, ten years ago a number of West Norfolk GPs and doctors
expressed their concerns about incineration in the local media (see appendix 1). At least one
said that they would leave the area if it was ever built. The practice is already short of GPs
and is struggling to recruit. Attracting skilled and professional workers to this area is
somewhat challenging. Wisbech and the surrounding Fenland district contain areas of
significant multiple deprivation, not least with child poverty and, in particular, low
educational attainment (ref. Cambridgeshire Insight/ONS Census). Greenpeace reported in
2020 that waste incinerators are three times more likely to be built in the UK’s most
deprived neighbourhoods than in the least. To illustrate this point, the Medworth
incinerator may have a neighbour in the 1,000,000 tonne per annum incinerator, if
approved, just up the coast of the Wash in Boston, a town with a similar profile to that of
Wisbech.

Incinerators blight the areas where they are built. Their socio-economic impact is masked in
areas of significant deprivation. It is notable how many local companies have expressed
their concern at the Medworth proposal. The level of regional opposition is intense,
Waterbeach, Norwich and King’s Lynn (where a borough-wide poll attracted an
overwhelming 92% NO vote; that is 65,516 people said NO — see appendix 2) have all seen
the back of incinerator proposals. How will Wisbech attract skilled workers and businesses
in the face of such strong opposition? Will the local schools be able to recruit the teachers
they need? The applicant, to their credit, is clearly doing its best to support the community
but | fear that this is a drop in the ocean compared to the disamenity from this proposal. |
believe, as do many others, that this proposal will greatly disadvantage Wisbech, Fenland
and West Norfolk; and as such | do not believe that this proposal is consistent with the
government’s levelling up agenda.



Appendix 1

Source: Lynn News & Advertiser

Reproduced with kind permission
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For Immediate Release

Local poll result

The Borough-wide local poll, seeking the views of west Norfolk residents on whether
or not they support the proposal to build an incinerator in King's Lynn, closed yester-

day and the votes have now been counted.
The question of the poll was:

“Do you support the construction of a Mass Burn Municipal Waste Incinerator
on the Willows Business Park, Saddlebow, King's Lynn?" YES/NO
The total number of votes cast was 70,763. The total number of eligible voters on
the Register of Electors was 115,382 giving a turnout for the poll of 61.33%.

The votes were allocated as follows:
Yes - 5,173 (7.32% of the valid vote)

No - 65,516 (92.68% of the valid vote)
Spoilt papers - 74



Borough Council Chief Executive Ray Harding, commented: "There has been a high
level of interest in this issue and the poll has given people the opportunity to make
their views known. The turnout shows how strongly the people of West Norfolk feel
about the proposals. This result will be made available to Norfolk County Council,
the authority that will ultimately make the decision on whether to permit the construc-

tion of the incinerator in King's Lynn.
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